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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 14986 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, IN, AF 

SUBJECT: INDO-AFGHAN TALKS 

REF: KABUL 7211 

1. ON RETURNING FROM HIS KABUL/TEHRAN/ABU DHABI VISITS, 

FONMIN CHAV AN TOLD THE DELHI PRESS NOV. 8 THAT HIS IMPRESSION 
WAS THAT AFGHANISTAN WAS KEEN ON SETTLING ITS DISPUTES OR 
DIFFERENCES WITH PAKISTAN PEACEFULLY. "NATURALLY," HE SAID, 
"AFGHANISTAN WANTS THAT THERE SHOULD BE CONDITIONS CONDUCIVE 
TO A SOLUTION THROUGH PEACEFUL DISCUSSIONS." CHAVAN SAID 
INDIA HAD MADE "A VERY GOOD BEGINNING" IN COOPERATION WITH 
AGHANISTAN, PARTICULARLY IN THE HEALTH FIELD. 

2. MEA JOIND SECRETARY (AFGHANISTAN, PAKISTAN) CHIB, WHO 
ACCOMPANIED CHAVAN TO KABUL, TOLD POLCOUNSELOR NOV. 1 1 THAT HIS 
IMPRESSION WAS THAT GOA WOULD OPT FOR RELATIVELY MODERATE RE- 
SPONSE TO PALISTAN IN AFTERMATH OF NAP COURT DECISION. CHIB 
THOUGHT THAT IRANIAN VIEWS AND ATTITUDES WOULD COUNT HEAVILY 
WITH GOA AND THAT IRANIANS HAD MADE IT CLEAR THAT THEY WOULD 
NOT LOOK FAVORABLY ON NEW UPSURGE IN VIOLENCE ALONG THE PAK- 
AFGHAN FRONTIER. CHIB VOLUNTEERED THAT NOMGNE SHOULD THINK THE 
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INDIANS WERE UP TO MISCHIEF-MAKING IN AFGHANISTAN. DAOUD, 
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HOWEVER, WAS INTENSELY SUSPICIOUS OF BHUTTO'S MOTIVES AND WARY 
OF HIS RECENT OVERTURES. 

3. CHIB SAID THE SUBIECT OF INTERNAL AFGHAN POLITICS HAD 
NOT COME UP NOR HAD AFGHAN-SOVIET RELATIONS, EXCEPT WHEN 
DAOUGH CHARACTERIZED THESE AS FRIENDLY AND UNCHANGED. CHIB SAID 
IT WAS HIS IMPRESSION THAT DAOUD AND OTHERS IN THE GOA WERE 
INTENT ON AFGHANISTAN'S INTERNAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND WERE 
NOT INCLINED AT THIS TIME TO BE DRAWN INTO EXTERNAL VENTURES 
WHICH MIGHT DETRACT AND DISTRACT FROM DEVELOPMENTAL ACTIVITIES. 
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